’.areput downbecause ofit.”

' graduate diploma in animal behaviour at Bﬁbm 'S

University of Southampton. Now, she has set up the

AnimaTBehavxour Veterinary Practlce mSal Kung - _-

the first of its kind in Hong Kong: \ £Y:
She is trained to work with all kinds of ammals

but, says Smillie, she focuses on companion ammals |

-because that‘swhat srequlred in Hong Kong She

Sunday morning with Mark Footer

Tails-of woe Is your doggy down in the dumps,
your cata bit cranky, your parrot posmvely petulant
or your gecko grouchy for no apparent reason? Like .
humans, animals can get depressed, anxious or -
aggressive and have emotional and psycholognml
issues. While we humans can seek therapy, our pets
don’t have such options.

Until now, that is. Cynthia Smillie i isa vet who

- specialises in animal behaviour therapy. She

assesses and treats emotional psychological
problems in animals, vnsatmg them in thetr homes X
andgettmgtoknowthem R K g
Says Smillie: Ihavebeenavetmﬂong Kong .
for 2 years and durmg thattime | veworked WIth‘ ‘_‘~‘-
otabandoned animals So. manyare ﬂxenibeuausef
of behavioural problems. and a very hvgh proportion

-~ Smillie wanted o help, so, in2008 sha toak a




